DO YOU WANT TO RUN FOR POLITICS?

Financing Your Campaign
By Anne Zuliani
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Your Story - who you are and why you want to run
you will use this throughout your campaign to gain supporters and donors.
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Reach Out to the Party
Talk to political party elders, former city politicians in order to gain their advice and
support. Find a mentor to help you through the process.
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Extend Your Reach
Meet with as many people as you can over coffee, lunches etc. You are looking for
support for your candidacy as well as donations. As a ﬁrst time candidate it will be up to
you to start the fund-raising ball rolling, and your story is critical here. People need to
see that you are up for this.
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Building Your Team
The ﬁrst member you absolutely “must have” is a ﬁnancial agent, if you are running
provincially or federally. You will also need a fund-raising team, individual(s) who are
well connected in the community and can reach out on your behalf. There are
numerous types of events you can hold - a Meet the Candidate evening, pints and
politics, in-home coffee parties hosted by supporters, or the ever-popular tea socials
held at seniors’ residences. There are also mail-outs, email blasts and phone calls. These
can all be volunteer-intensive. Of note - the people you believe might be your top
donors should hear from you directly.
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Create a Budget - in conjunction with your ﬁnancial agent.
Talk to someone who has gone through the process before so as not to miss any large
ticket items. Include a minimum and a maximum as your fund-raising tallies will be
unknown at this point. Prioritize your expenditures, and spend funds on the most
important items ﬁrst.
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Campaign Finances
Ensure you are aware of fund-raising limits for your campaign. And be aware of the
relevant income tax deduction limits as these can be used to encourage donations.
Reinforce the amount that gives the best tax deduction, make sure your team is aware.
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Personal Cost to You the Candidate
For new candidates, there is the cost of the coffees and lunches which you need to build
your supporter base. You may want professional photographs taken early on, even
before you are the candidate. Wardrobe may be an issue for fund-raising events as well
as debates, and could cost more than your male counterparts. For federal campaigns,
the candidate is able to donate a further 6k, which is great, but an added expense.
Finally, if you decide to take time off work during the campaign, that needs to be
considered as well.
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Grow Thick Skin!
Politics is a blood sport, be prepared to stand up for yourself and do it with a smile on
your face.

Good Luck!!

